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this lies beyond the scope of our action. But a per-
sonal ideal is a practical force. We are free to frame
it for ourselves, in accordance with our own tempera-
ment and circumstances; and it lies with us each
to do our best to bring our ideal to bear, on every
occasion and at every opportunity, in our social and
public as well as in our devout life. When the
Christian man is privileged to be the citizen in a
democratic State, it is incumbent on him to be a
good citizen, and not merely to be guided by his
own interests. Self-discipline has always been re-
cognised as a Christian duty, and as essential for
the training of a- Christian soldier; the personal
.character at which the Christian is taught to aim, is
also the personal character which is favourable to the
maintenance and furtherance of the Common Weal.
It may be recognised that the Spiritual and
Eternal exercise very little direct influence on the
conduct of secular affairs in our day. In carrying on
the government, in all its ramifications, public men
have to give full attention to the precise conditions
of time and place, and to analyse the differences
between one community and another, so as to
learn by secular experience. There is need for
Empirical Science, to examine and adjust the me-
chanism of State in all its forms. But none the less
a community that discards religion altogether does
so at its peril. Indirectly, by exercising an influence
on personal character, religion may be a powerful
means of cultivating zeal for the Common Weal